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Working together to care
for one of England’s
Finest Landscapes

The High Weald Joint Advisory Committee is a partnership between: East Sussex, West Sussex, Kent and Surrey County Councils; Horsham, Mid Sussex, Tandridge, Sevenoaks, Wealden and Rother District Councils;
Tunbridge Wells, Hastings, Ashford, Tonbridge and Malling and Crawley Borough Councils; Defra; Natural England; and organisations representing farming, forestry, community, business and recreation interests.
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Co-ordinating action and
enabling delivery of the
AONB Management Plan
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Living Woods Project highlights included: 
• 21 woodland advisory visits with follow on advisory

reports/packs for woodland owners.
• Community archaeology surveys at 2 sites; the National Trust’s

Standen property and Ashplatts Wood, a community woodland
near East Grinstead. 

• 3 woodland management workshops focused on ancient
woodland restoration (1) and deer management (2).

• 2 survey training events, one focused on Bryophytes and the
other on Lichens. 

• A talk on the Ashdown Forest Pale attended by 150 people. 
• Project promotion at Weald Woodfair. 
• A woodland careers project which enabled groups of students

from three secondary schools to interview and film woodland
workers; develop creative presentations on working in the
sector; and present their work to fellow students and an expert
panel. 

Additionally the Unit worked with 2 secondary schools and
2 further education establishments. 

• Eugenie van Heijgen, a Dutch student, undertook a 4-month,
full time, work placement as part of her double Masters degree
studies at Wageningen University and University of Groningen.

• Will Moody, a Year 10 student from Cranbrook Grammar School,
undertook a week’s work placement in July 2012. 

• Humzah Chowdhury, a Year 10 student from Robertsbridge
Community College, undertook a week’s work placement in
March 2013. 

• Michael Satchwell, a Year 2 student from Hadlow Agricultural
College studying Countryside Management, undertook a 
3-month’s work placement. 

Through other projects 13 landowners received cultural
heritage site visits with follow on advisory reports/packs
and 17 meadow owners received advice through a project
to evaluate SNCI grassland status.

‘Identifying fungi’ event 

Students interviewing
woodland workers 
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Championing the High Weald
and AONBs

The needs of the High Weald AONB and AONBs were
promoted nationally and regionally working with the
National Association for AONBs, South East Regional AONB
Co-ordinator, the South East region AONB chairs and
leaders. 

Key activities included:
• Meetings (2) with Greg Barker MP, High Weald Patron and

Government Minister to discuss AONB issues.
• Ash Dieback liaison meetings with the Forestry Commission

and South East AONBs. 
• Collaboration with English Heritage on the production of

guidance for the analysis of Historical Settlement Form,
Character, and Built Design by Parish Communities. 

• Meetings (2) Director General of the NFU England and Wales
and CLA Regional Director and Regional Surveyor (South East).

• Collaboration with Birmingham City University on a national
research project to develop and Ecosystem Approaches
Toolkit for management planning. 

• Submission of a report to IUCN to support AONB Category
V designation.

• Contribution to the NAAONB working group on AONB
Monitoring.

• Attendance of the NAAONB’s annual conference in York.
• Sponsorship of the Kent Food and Farming Landscape

Award working jointly with the Kent Downs AONB JAC.
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NAAONB annual conference,
field trip

Ash Dieback
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Championing the High
Weald and AONBs
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The protected landscape’s sustainable tourism project
“Our Land” went from strength to strength. 

Highlights included: 
• Recruitment of a further 54 High Weald businesses to the

Project through partnership working with local tourism
consultancy, Acorn Tourism and local online travel agency,
Responsible Travel bringing the total number of High Weald Our
Land products to 85.

• Delivery of a High Weald Video workshop to help
accommodation providers produce low cost videos that
promote their property and its landscape setting, attended by 6
people.

• Delivery of a Historic Farmstead workshop to help
accommodation providers understand their heritage value,
attended by 21 people.

• Distribution of High Weald Welcome Packs to new Our Land
businesses.

• Project promotion at the Visit Sussex attractions and leaflet fair. 
• Production of 15 web pages on www.highweald.org

promoting High Weald Our Land businesses. 
• Publication of 6 Our Land blogs to promote things to do in

the area during the Winter months. 
• A team building day for Responsible Travel staff in

partnership with the RSPB at Broadwater Forest.

18 High Weald AONB presentations, tours and guided
walks were undertaken. 

Audiences included: 
Natural England Catchment Sensitive Farming Officers;
Environment Agency (Southern Region) Fisheries, Recreation and
Biodiversity Officers; Environment Agency (Southern Region) Water
Framework Directive Co-ordinators; Students and tutors from the
Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology at Canterbury
University (3), an international gathering of farmers working for
Ingelby Farms (4); Responsible Travel (2); Hassocks Horticultural
Society; Sussex and Surrey Coppice Group; Iden Green Community
Group; Brede Wildlife Group; Customers of The Bell, Ticehurst (2). 

Landscape walks

High Weald Our Land blog


