
Agenda Item No.7 
 
Committee:  High Weald AONB Joint Advisory Committee 
 
Date: 1 November 2010 
 
Title of Report: Government Ministers’ visits to High Weald AONB Unit 
 
By:   High Weald AONB Director 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The Joint Advisory Committee is recommended to note the report. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
1. MINISTERS’ MEETINGS  
 
1.1 Richard Benyon MP, Minister for the Natural Environment and Fisheries and 
Gregory Barker MP, Minister for Climate Change and Energy and a High Weald AONB 
Patron met on the 31st August and the 15th October respectively with the High Weald 
AONB Unit at Flimwell to learn more of the JAC partnership’s work and its distinctive 
approach to landscape. 
  
1.2 The Ministers’ visits represent another tangible success for the High Weald AONB 
Unit and builds on a number of earlier meetings with the AONB Unit.  Part of our role is to 
examine a wide range of contemporary rural matters relevant to the AONB, to highlight 
areas that may become important in the coming years and to suggest small-scale and 
innovative ideas and actions to improve public policy. 
 
1.3 During both these recent meetings the Unit discussed with the Ministers the idea of 
‘landscape’ as our life support system that has the potential, if fully realized, to provide the 
majority of the basic human needs  - shelter, energy, food, trade and community – for 
society. 
 
1.4 The AONB Unit stressed, among other things:  
 

• the strong emphasis of the Unit’s work rebuilding peoples' economic relationships 
with the land around them recognising that it is these relationships that produced 
our most iconic cultural landscapes;  

 
• the crucial role of the statutory AONB Management Plans as locally prepared and 

agreed policy statements for managing national assets that better inform our future 
relationships with the land and so improving policy judgements about the relative 
harm or benefit resulting from the different demands placed on the landscape; 

 
• the need to ensure the High Weald AONB JAC’s resources are used to 

develop practical solutions through effective and integrated partnerships across 
local authorities and national organizations, administrative areas, academic 
disciplines and the local rural and urban community; 

 



• that High Weald AONB JAC provides mutual benefits by pooling together 
knowledge and resources to meet the need for a positive, relevant, and integrated 
approach for the management of the AONB and the JAC remains a vivid 
expression of the value of a cost-effective partnership. 

 
1.5 The work, views and opinions of the AONB Unit and the JAC partnership outlined 
at these meetings appear to have been well received by both Ministers.   
 
1.6 Mr Benyon MP has recently written (a copy is attached to this report) expressing 
both his interest in the AONB Unit’s thoughts on the idea of ‘landscape services’, his 
assurance that the best interests of AONBs are at the centre of his thoughts, and that he 
was impressed with the work undertaken by the  High Weald AONB JAC.   
 
1.7 Mr Barker MP has asked the AONB Unit to write formally to the Department of 
Energy and Climate Change (DECC) identifying how the AONB Unit can advise the 
department on the role of landscapes and how responsible land-use can help meet the 
challenges  presented by climate change and the country’s reliance on imported fossil 
fuels. 
 
2. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 Members are asked to note the report and the appended copies of the letters to 
and from the Minister for Natural Environment and Fisheries and to welcome the Minister 
for Climate Change and Energy request for the High Weald AONB Unit to advise his 
department on the role of landscape and ‘landscape services.’ 
 
 

Contact: Sally Marsh & Jason Lavender, Director (job share) 
director@highweald.org 
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