walk 16 A VISION OF HELL
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The basic raw material of the iron industry
was sandstone, in which traces of iron ore
exist. Being close to, or at the surface, the

sized pieces for carting to the iron works.
Today, most of these pits remain as flooded
areas, often within woodland, as the
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Hare Holt situated about 200 yards from
the works and on slightly higher ground
{thus less prone to flooding) is probably
the home of the ironmaster. Opposite on
the right hand side of the stream is
Bedlam Wood named after the unceasing
noise and light emitted by the works.
Indeed, ahead, a brief glimpse of a thatched
house less than a mile away marks the site
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“A Vision of Hell” would not be most people’s description of the area
east of Mayfield today. However, in Tudor times this area was the

connected to bellows, hammers etc. Today
only a few of these ponds are still in water
but the remains of the dam or ‘bay’ are
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Only a paltry few remains mark the site of
Mayfield furnace. The bay is still intact
(having later been used as a stage coach

tron-making, industrial capital of England, with the night sky lit up usually still visible. road) with the Sod shrough it Iy
by the flames of furnaces and the glow of moliten iron, accompanied 3 The other raw material needed in vast a mpdern culvert. This gives an appreciation
by the turning of waterwbeels and the blows of bammers. Today's quantities by the iron industry was timber. of the height of the water wheel which

walk takes in two furnace sites and many of the woods which
supplied them - including one called Bedlam.
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that is the main trunks were cut back to
provide a stool of rapidly sprouting
branches which could be harvested ona 7
year cycle.The harvested wood was slowly
burnt on the spot to make charcoal which
was then transported to the ironworks.

Hawksden is the first of two ironworks on
this walk. The most obvious remains are
the pond bay, now breached by the stream

0 Crown copyright. All rights reserved. Wealden District Coundil LA

turned in the wooden trough visible in the
stream. On the adjacent bank stood the
blast furnace, a stone tower about 25 feet
high in which were piled successive layers
of iron ore and charcoal. These layers of
charcoal were set on fire and huge bellows
powered by the waterwheel were used to
boost the temperature, until the ore
meilted and liquid iron ran out of the base
of the tower. This was led into moulds to
make firebacks, cannon or cannonballs.
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