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Benenden Kent
Footpath Assessmentwith somedetailed archiveresearch

Fieldsorientatedto line of RomanRoad someinternal boundariessemoved
Hedgemixture of hazel,holly with hawthorn of other woodlandspeciespn banksor
lynchetswith silted ditches

Aroundchurch fieldsaltered but largebankssuggestSaxorterritory boundarycloseto
church,ridgeandfurrow, ploughheadlandsand hollow waysin the smalllfieldscloseto
the mainridgewayroad

Charactenof awoodlandlandscapewith a settlement

At north endby Romanroad is evidenceof designedandscapesvith conifertreesand
largetreesin hedgesandin gardenspart of C19extensionof * HemstedPark
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1. Introduction

TheBenenderfootpath surveyareais locatedin Kentsouthof the villageof BenendenTheareasurveyed
is predominantlysheepgrazedpasture.Thered line on the mapbelow doesnot define the boundaryof the
surveyarea,but the footpath route walkedin orderto accesghe fieldsandundertakethe surveys.
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2. Method

Thiscasestudymethodwasselectedto explorethe degreeto whichfeaturescouldbe recordedfor agiven
areafrom footpathsalone.Theareato the westof the Iden GreenRoad(adjacentto WoodsideFarm)was
chosenbecauseof its relationshipwith the extant RomanRoadand becauseof its vulnerabilityto
developmaent pressure.

Afurther daywasspentby a historicenvironmentspecialistesearchingpublishedmaterialand seeking
information from knownlocalhistorians.

The boundariesandthe fieldstogether with archaeologicaleatureswere photographedto provideavisual
recordof the site.

Viewof afield on the edgeof the villageof Benenden

Ridgerunningthrougha pasturefield nearBenenden




Individualformswerefilled for eachfield anda mapof the site wasannotatedusingakey.

3. Challenge limitations

Thedraw-backwith this site usingfootpathsonly wasthat only wherethe right of wayfollowed a
boundary,couldit be recordedin full. Elsewhereéboundarieswere only recordedat the endwherethe right
of wayintersected.

Therewasno LiDARJataavaibblefor this site, makingthe identificationof archaeologicaleatures
followingfield surveymore difficult.



4. Modern maps

OrdnanceSurveyl0k

Field systems in the High Weald [Historic England Project No. 7056] Benenden Footpath
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5. Historicmaps
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