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Vision
Thepartnership@ vision is to restore natural processes within the catchmenttke river and

wider landscapes able to providebetter ecosystem services, benefitingpth local
communitiesand wildlife.

The partnership will deliver a wide range of projects, including land managenmaahtice and

habitat restoration. We will seek to implement, or facilitate the implementation of, nature

based solutions taeduce flooding andmprove water quality wherever possiblep enable
the catchmentto becomemore resiient climate change.

1. Catchmentdescription

TheRotherand Romneycatchment is a unique collection of river systems, ama&de canals and ditches. It

is mainly rural and extends from the wooded, steep river valleys of the High Weald, to the open expanse of
Romney Marsh and shingle ridges of Dungeness. Rising near Mayfield, the Rother joins tributaries including
the Brede, Tilligham and Pent, before flowing into the sea at Rye.
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A significant proportion of the catchment igcognised through numerous designationss nationally
important for its landscape and wildlife valudHalf the area is designated as thdigh Weald Aga of
Outstandirg Natural Beauty Dungeness and Rye have international recognition for their plant and
invertebrate communities, geomorphology and birdliithe RoyaMilitary Canal, stretching 28 miles from
Hythe to Iden, is a protected anciemtonument and plays an important role in the drainage, irrigation and
wildlife of the surrounding agricultural land and marshes. The catchment also benefits from a number of
bathing beaches which are extremetygortant to the local economy.

Important incustrial areas includauclear power generatioat Dungenessand many artificial lakes created

by gravel extraction which now provide wildlife habitat. Rye Harbour, which is owned and operated by the
Environment Agency, has a thriving fishing flésige leisure boating community and a nature reserVee
catchment is divided into 5 operational seshtchments (map Appendix 1). Descriptions of ezatichment

can be found in Appendix 2.



2. Issues
As with most catchments the Rothand Romneycatchmentexperience ahugeamount of pressure. From
WFDassessmenand the local knowledge of partners some of the kbgllengesdentified are:

u Sructures in the main rivers which are causing obstruction to fiskspge

u Non-nativeinvasive specieNIS)in particular Himalayan Balsaippendix 3)

u Point source pollutionpredominantly from small sewerage treatmenbvk discharges and septic
tanks

1] Diffuse pollution fromboth agricultural and urban sources

1] Issues aroundhe interests of profitable agriculture and the conservation of historic assets
being alignedvith sustainable water management and biodiversity

1] Riveslargelybeingdisconnected from the floodplain

3. Status of waterbodies
See Appendix 4 for WFD River and Lake Classifis&t{@il 6.

4.  Working inpartnership
The Rother and Romn&atchment Partnership is focused on integrated catchment management and to
improve the quality of the® I (i O K érfviyoin@tat a local level.

The Rother andRomneycatchmentpartnershipwas establisadin 2014and has a core membership
consistingof Kent Wildlife Trust, SussexXWildlife TrustHigh Weald AONBNit (the three cohosts) andthe
Environment AgencyThe partnership mestregularly to update on ongoing projesidiscuss future
ambitions and share neavidenceand learningAdditional key stakeholderare periodically invited to
attending meetimys, thesdanclude: Natural England(GatchmentSensitiveFarming, Southern Water, South
EastWater, Affinity Water, RomneyMarshinternal DrainageBoard and theSouth EastRiversTrust.

Thecatchment haswo distinctlandscapesthe High Weald character area (largely designated as AONB and
located in East Sussex) and Romney Marsh (largely located in Keeggareas vary greatly, with different
land managemenpriorities and staleholders. Although this creates a challenge with sasgectsof
partnership working the two areas are highly connected througlwiiter networkand most of the issues

are across all areas of the catchmemnhepartners are skilled in adapting advice andssagingo reflect

the localsituationand issueso achieve the best outcomes.

In addition to landowners and farmerslertified stakeholders include:

Government agencie®atural EnglandGatchment Sensitive Farming),

Local authorities:Kent and East Sussex County Courdigsrict and borough councils, Parish Councils
Water companiesSouthern Water, SouthEast Wateand Affinity Water

Other: RomneyMarshlinternal Drainage BoardRother Voluntary Action, Freshwater Habitats Trust,
National Farmers Union, Tl@ountry Land and Business AssociatiBouth East RiverTrustRother
Angling Association, Wild Trout Trust.

5. Resources

Thepartnership operates with a hosting grant from the Environment Agency hwhaurrentlyrenewed
annually.It has no dedicated staff and its operatiorerstirely dependent on the expertise and avdilkty

of the staff within thepartnership. Project delivery is dependent on both this staff resource and securing
external grants for capital works.



6. Rotherand RomneyCatchmentPartnership Activities Pla2014 ¢ 2023

Delivery subject to Partnership resources and grantsémital works

Non-Native Invasive Species
1. Collate and share existing non-native records for the catchment
2. Undertake surveys to increase understanding of NNIS extent
3. Promote best practice NNIS control to landowners
4. Trial new approaches to survey and control

5. Enable control projects if long term eradication is feasible.

Partnership

1. Share knowledge and expertise amongst WCP, landowners and other

stakeholders

2. Develop and promote a network of specialists to advise on project feasibility

3. Consult stakeholders and comment on relevant consultations
4. |dentify and secure funding sources for Partnership and projects.

Water Quality and Diffuse Pollution
1. Support Water Companies Catchment Sensitive Farming schemes
2. Pilot new solutions to water quality management

3. Provide advice, enable small-scale projects and promote case studies

4. Guided by Septic Tank Project resources, undertake targeted awareness of

septic tank management

5. Develop and implement a hedgerow restoration project to manage diffuse

pollution.

Natural Flood Management
1. Raise awareness of natural flood management amongst landowners
2. Note flood risk areas and encourage projects in these areas
3. Provide advice, enable small-scale projects and promote case studies
4. Develop and implement a woody debris project.

Riparian zone
1. Encourage extensive | management and creation of wetland features
2. Provide advice, enable small-scale projects and promote case studies
3. Develop and implement a Barn owl project.

Fish
1. Collate and share records of indicator species for the
catchment

2. |dentify structural, morphological and habitat
enhancements

3. Enable small-scale projects



7. Deliverablessince 204
The Partnership, since its inception, has delivered the follopingects in line with its action plan and to
add value to the statutory work of government agencies and the water companies.

Partnership

u Stakeholder engagement workshop and report 201

U Production of a research synthesis as an evidence, lbagansedunder the following subject
areas: water quality, biodiversity, history & archaeology, flood risk & climate change, and people
engagemen{2015)

U At leastbi-annualcatchment partnership meetings

U General and sitspecific advice provided to farmers and lamchers with additionalsupport
includingproducingsite-specific work plans, securing necessary consents and submitting grant
applications.

U Self-evaluation of the partnershipts aims and aspirationrough a workshopn November 2019.

Water Quality and Diffuse Pollution

u Installation of offgrid livestock drinking systeand riverside fencing to prevent cattle accessing
and using the river.

U Development and delivery of hedge planting and restoration scheBeautiful Boundaries.

U Agricultural advice project with SoutheYiater to tackle diffuse pollution contributing to Iaing

water quality issues at Littlestone

Non-Native InvasiveSpecies Control

u Sourcing and collating data from th&o relevant county record centres to produce a NNIS map for
the area.
u Trial of drone technology to map invasive species, in particufaaldyan Balsam, from the air. The

results were inconclusive but provided high resolution images of over 7 miles of the Upper Rother
catchment as baseline information.

u ANNISSurvey (Himalayan balsam, Japanese knotweed and giant hogofetbe) River Rother
between Mayfield and Etchingham and the River Dudwell between Burwash Weald and
Etchingham over 50km of river.

U Production of a Upper Rother Nomative Species Survey Report, circulated to the Partnership and
landowners in the arewith recommendations for control and tp-date guidance on the control
of the three nonnative invasive species.

U Floatingpennywortsurveyswere conducted along the Cradlebridge Sewsarrots feathemwas
also recordedand advice provided to landownefia ongoing control.

Fish

U Installation of fish pass at Doleham station

U Eel pass at Sedlescombe mill (an EA priority barrier for eel passage) delivered by SERT, funded by
Sustainable Eel group

U Catchment wide barrier assessment, prioritization and passatjens appraisal for the 100

barriers identified in the CaBA (SERT)

Riparian Zone
8. Data on existing Barn Owl boxes collated and sites for additional boxes identified.

Natural Flood Management
1. General and sitspecific advice provided to farmers arthtlowners with practical support with
delivering projects, in particular woody debris dams.



Appendix 1- Rotherand Romneycatchment with sub-catchments
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Appendix 2- Rotherand Romneysub-catchmentdescriptions

Upper Rother

The Upper Rother is a rural operational catchment, contained entirely within the High Weald Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is characterised by steep wooded valleys and small hamlets, with the rivers
an integral feature of the landscape. There amuaber of protected areas within the operational

catchment including drinking water protected areas and a nitrate vulnerable zone.

Brede and Tillingham

The Brede and Tillingham operational catchment is mostly rural and lies within the High Weald Area of
Cutstanding Natural Beauty. It is characterised by upland streams in steep wooded valleys and managed
lowland marshes. The mosaic of ditches and grazing marsh in the valley are of good wildlife value and
include some uncommon plant species. There are séwstoric sites within the operational catchment

including Battle, Winchelsea and Camber Castle, and Winchelsea bathing beach attracts many visitors in the
summer months. There are several protected areas within the operational catchment, including SSSis,
drinking water protected areas and nitrateiinerablezones.

Rother Levels

The Rother Levels is a large operational catchment characterised by agricultural land, where the water
levels are managed for efficient cultivation. The river is also impofta tourism. For instance, leisure

boating is increasing in popularity, riverside walks are easily accessible from Bodium Castle and the steam
railway operates along the river valley. Darwell Reservoir provides drinking water for Hastings, as well as
being a popular fly fishing spot. Some of the eastern part of the operational catchment falls within a SSSI
much of the area is a desigea nitrate vulnerability zone.

Reading, Cradlatidge and Royal Military Canal

The Reading, Cradlebridge and RoyalafiliCanal operational catchment is mostly rural, with a coastal

area popular with holiday makers. Much of the land is used for agriculture, with arable and potatoes the
principal crops. The area is dominated by the Royal Military Canal, which is ananigegture for water
management processes, wildlife, leisure and tourism. The canal is a designated scheduled ancient
monument and is used regularly for coarse fishing and the path running alongside it is popular with cyclists
and walkers. There are thré&SSls within the operational catchment.

Romney Marsh South

The Romney Marsh South operational catchment is mostly rural and surrounded by bathing beaches. The
iconic landscape is extremely important to the local economy, attracting many visitors yeal. fbao

thirds of the operational catchment is within the Dungeness, Romney Marsh and Rye Bay SSSI, which is of
international conservation importance for its plant and invertebrate communities, geomorphology and
birdlife. The area also has a number of "y water protected areas and nitrate vulnerable zones.
Commercial gravel extraction has shaped the landscape creating numerous large lakes, and the
watercourses are part of a managed system of ditches, structures and pumps.



Appendix3
Rother Non-Native Invasive Specie@NNIS)map

Upper RotheMon-Native Invasive(NNIS)peciesmap (September 206)



