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The High Weald Joint Advisory Cormittee is a partnership of 15 local authorities, 4 connty and 11 district councils and Natural England. Supported by its team of specialist staff, the
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High Weald AONE Unit, the Committee furthers understanding of the High Weald and enables action to conserve it.




The following terms & conditions apply to all offers by the High Weald AONB Unit (the Fund), under the High Weald Sustainable Development Fund.  
General

1. The conditions set out below are applicable to all offers of grant for the work covered by the offer, unless expressly deleted or varied in the formal offer to the Applicant or in any subsequent letters/documents.
2. The offer of grant is made on the understanding that no grant will be paid for any work carried out or services provided, prior to the acceptance of the offer in writing, and that the Applicant will at all times use his or her best endeavours to operate the facilities or services provided in accordance with the purposes set out in the letter offering grant aid.  

3. The Applicant will not make any major change to the project without first receiving the agreement in writing.

4. The Applicant understands that the Fund will not increase the grant if the project overspends.

5. The Applicant understands that the High Weald Sustainable Development Fund will not automatically fund any later parts or continuations of the project.

6. The Applicant will not change sections of their constitution that relate to purposes, paying members of a governing body, distributing assets or admitting members without first receiving the funders’ agreement in writing.

Acceptance and start
7. The offer must be accepted in writing within 14 days of the offer letter, or the offer will lapse.  The funded work must start by the date agreed by the High Weald AONB Unit.

Grant Conditions

8. The High Weald AONB Unit reserves the right to reclaim the full sum of the Grant or any part of it if:

the outcomes as specified in your application are not achieved within the agreed timescales

any of the Terms and Conditions of the grant set out in this document are not met

and the Applicant agrees to repay the sum so reclaimed within three months of the demand for repayment and if so required to grant the High Weald AONB a legal charge to secure such potential liability.

9. The Grant MUST be used specifically for the purpose outlined in your application, subject to any other conditions set out in the grant offer letter.  If contracts are to be let and the funding used to pay contractors, competitive quotes will be required and kept available for inspection.
10. The High Weald AONB Unit reserves the right to allocate the funding in tranches dependent upon progress towards obtaining match funding and evidence of project outcomes.

11. Funds will only be released on receipt of your signed agreement to these conditions and compliance with these.  
12. Written statements will be completed by the Applicant using the forms provided during the project and at the end of the project detailing how the grant was spent and the Applicant will, if requested, be asked to complete additional project reports and/or provide any such information as required by the High Weald AONB Unit.

Grants or Loans from other public bodies

13.
The offer of grant is made on the understanding that the Applicant will have 
disclosed to the High Weald AONB Unit any financial contributions received or 
expected for the same project purpose from any other body financed from public 
funds, charitable or voluntary organisations or from the European Union. If such 
contributions have not been disclosed prior to the grant offer the Fund may vary or 
cancel its offer to take account of them.

14. The Applicant shall ensure that any payments received from the Fund do not breach state aid rules. If it is discovered at a later date that state aid rules have been breached the High Weald AONB Unit shall be entitled to demand full repayment of the grant plus interest (at 1% above the Barclays Bank rate).

Financial Conditions

15. The Applicant shall keep proper accounting records.  All accounting records will be maintained in such a way as to ensure that all monies received and paid through the grant shall be identifiable and traceable.

16. The Applicant must make available for inspection, records of all income and expenditure including invoices, receipts, bank statements and evidence of lodgements during the life of the project.  Records relating to the funded work must be retained for a period of three years following completion of the project.

17. Annual audited accounts, if applicable, should also be made available for scrutiny and be retained for three years after completion.

18. Where there is a residue of funding after expenditure on the agreed work, this surplus must be returned to the High Weald AONB Unit within three months.

19. The Grant cheque must be paid into a bank/building society account with two signatories, and written confirmation provided that this has been done, by giving details of the bank/building society and branch at which the account is held, together with the account number.  

20. The Applicant will inform the High Weald AONB Unit of any changes to the bank or building society account.

21. The High Weald AONB Unit will not be responsible for any fines or penalties imposed by HM Customs & Revenue related to the funded work.
22. If Applicant grant claims are incorrectly calculated, the High Weald AONB Unit will not adjust or investigate further if the claim has an underpayment of £20 or less.  Where an Applicant has over claimed, by an amount of £5 or under this will not be adjusted or investigated further.
23.  In-kind contributions add value to the whole project and demonstrate community involvement.  However, please note that the SDF grant and percentage offered can only be paid out against the project’s actual cash expenditure; in kind contributions are not eligible.  
Inspection

24. Any person authorised by the High Weald AONB Unit or on their behalf shall be entitled at all reasonable times to enter and inspect the funded work for the purpose of ascertaining that the terms and conditions for the offer are being complied with.

Statutory Requirements

25. The Applicant shall ensure at all times that works and activities covered by the offer of grant aid comply with the relevant statutory obligations, bylaws, planning consents, building regulations and other legal requirements, e.g. planning permission, leases.
26. The Applicant will follow equal opportunities practice in employing people, recruiting members and providing services. We will expect Applicants to explain how the project will meet these criteria, where applicable.

27. This agreement gives no rights under the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999, but this does not affect any rights, which are available apart from that Act.
Assets
28. No assets acquired with the grant are to be written off (other than through reasonable depreciation), disposed of, or put to a different purpose than that for which the grant was paid as detailed in the offer letter, with out the prior agreement of the High Weald AONB Unit, unless such assets are replaced.

29. Proceeds up to the value of grant, from the disposal of assets acquired or improved with the grant are to be returned to the High Weald AONB Unit unless otherwise agreed.

30. The Applicant shall ensure that equipment shall be kept in a good and proper state of repair and in working order.

Indemnity
31. The Applicant shall be responsible for meeting any claims, actions, liabilities and demands against him or her, or against the High Weald AONB Unit arising out of the grant aided items or services as a result of negligence or public liability. 

32. The Applicant shall maintain adequate insurance in respect of all equipment and staff funded by the grant, and shall replace items funded by the grant if lost or damaged.

33. If requested the Applicant shall produce evidence of such insurance policies.

Insolvency
34. If the person or organisation receiving the grant closes down, becomes insolvent, goes into administration, receivership, bankruptcy or liquidation (including being subject to an administration order); enters into any compromise or other arrangement of its debts with its creditors; or is likely, in the view of the High Weald AONB Unit, to become unable to pay any of its debts, then the High Weald AONB Unit shall be entitled to withhold any further payments to the Applicant or to anyone acting for or on its behalf or in its name, and reclaim any part payment already paid.
Publicity

35. The High Weald AONB Unit will be free to refer to grants offered either generally or for specific projects, in its own publicity material.

36. The Applicant agrees to their Sustainable Development Fund project information and contact details being used by the High Weald AONB Unit and associated organisations,e.g. Natural England, DEFRA and their authorised contractors and/or other organisations represented on the High Weald Joint Advisory Committee. 
37. The Applicant will acknowledge the support of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) Joint Advisory Committee in all publicity material, (annual reports, Chair’s or Secretary’s report at an AGM, in the accounts for the grant period and any other materials produced.  Copies of these documents should be supplied to the High Weald AONB Unit as requested).  Copies of the High Weald logo are available on request. The Applicant will, in agreement with High Weald AONB Unit, acknowledge the High Weald Sustainable Development Fund contribution in publicity. 

Political Restriction

38. The Grant shall not, whether directly or indirectly, be used or applied for any party political purpose whatsoever.

Non Waiver
39. No failure or delay by the High Weald AONB Unit in exercising any right, power or privilege hereunder shall operate as a waiver of any of these terms and conditions.

Arbitration
40. Any dispute about the interpretation of these conditions shall be referred in writing to the AONB Director in the first instance.  If either party fails to reach agreement within 28 days of the AONB Director’s decision, the matter will be referred to the County Secretary, West Sussex County Council and in the case of WSCC being the Applicant, to the Natural England whose decision will be binding.

Warrant

41. In accepting this offer of grant the Applicant confirms that they are authorised to sign on behalf of the person or organisation that has applied for grant assistance.

In the event that any of the above conditions are not met or if any of the circumstances set out in your application and your grant letter are not met then you will need to notify the High Weald AONB Unit in writing IMMEDIATELY.  
I certify that all the information given in the application process is true and that I/we will keep to the above terms and conditions.  I/we understand that this is an agreement between us and the High Weald AONB Unit also called ‘the funders’ in the above terms & conditions.

Applicant Signature on Behalf of the organisation     
Applicant Name in Block Capitals      

 Date      
Position of Signatory with the Organisation      
Please note: before we can give you your grant we will need you to complete the following information:

Who the cheque is to be made payable to:      
The full address of the person/organisation receiving the funding:
	Address:

Postcode:
	     
     
     
     
     


Bank/Building Society Details:
Please ensure that the information you provide is accurate.  Check with your bank/building society if you are unsure.
Your group’s account name:
     
	Bank/Building Society name: Bank/Building Society address:
Postcode:
	     
     
     
     
     


Sort Code:



 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Bank Account Number: (must be eight digits)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Or Building Society Roll Number: (only use if you have a building society number) 

     
How many people have to sign each cheque or withdrawal from this account?      
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The High Weald Joint Advisory Commifteee is a partnership of 15 local anthorities, 4 county and 11 district councils and the Countryside Agency. Supported by its team of specialist staff,
the High Weald AONE Unit, the Committee furthers understanding of the High Weald and enables action to conserve it.



